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With regard to the issue of “green washing” it should be 
the role of the federal government to protect the 
citizens from false or misleading claims by 
unscrupulous or unknowing producers and/or vendors.

Greenwashing is illegal, it is a crime; it is false and 
misleading to consumers and professionals. There 
should be stronger sanctions.

Greenwashing would stop occurring with a set of 
standards that required transparency.
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HOT TOPICS
E-waste

Jori Pascarella
Intercon Solutions
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Jori Pascarella
888-452-5642

•The Pulse on E-Waste

•Hidden Dangers

•State of Recycling Legislation

•Illinois Legislation

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

•E-Waste Recycling Drivers

•Where is the E-waste Industry Headed?

•Our Solution

In 2007, discarded consumer electronics 
amounted to about 4.5 billion pounds, 
as tracked in the Municipal Solid Waste 
Characterization Report.

Only about 18% of that amount was collected 
for recycling. 

According to the US EPA: In 2005, about 61% 
of CRT monitors and TVs collected for recycling 
were exported.

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/ecycling/faq.htm#howmuch

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
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The average life of a computer is between 18 to 24 months.¹

Electronics recycling is now the fastest growing segment of the recycling 
industry.²

Approximately two million tons of electronic 
scrap is processed every year in the US 
according to Mark Neuville director of media 
relations and online communication at ISRI –
the Institute of Recycling Industries.²

When a computer is shredded, as much as 30% of the end product cannot be 
reclaimed.²

¹Recycling Today. Bit by Bit. November 30,2010

² Are You in the Pallet or the Recycling Business? Introducing E-Recycling: The Fastest Growing Segment of the Recycling Industry. Rick LeBlanc. 2/1/2011 .

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Electronics contain an array of toxic components including: 
Lead, Nickel, Cadmium, Beryllium, Mercury, and Brominated Flame Retardants. 

Effect: Landfill Leaching – Polluting our land, air and waters

Solutions: 100% reclamation recycling through demanufacturing

Recyclers must have proper equipment, training and 
safety procedures in place when recycling electronics.

Dangers of Shredding: Lead dust & waste materials

When a computer is shredded, as much as 30%
of the end product cannot be reclaimed.²

Solution: 3rd party auditing and certifications

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
² Are You in the Pallet or the Recycling Business? Introducing E-Recycling: The Fastest Growing Segment of the Recycling Industry. Rick 
LeBlanc. 2/1/2011 .

Liability associated with exporting/chain of custody blurred

3rd world countries often bare the burden of waste when material is exported

Lagging worker safety and environmental standards

You lose the control of your data when it leaves your hands
Ask yourself, “Who is at most risk when your data is compromised?”

Solution: Know how your recycler handles your data
Ask, “Are they certified?”

Complete physical destruction is the only way to guarantee 100% data destruction

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

A&WMA LMSS - RCRA and the Greening of Waste 147 May 26, 2011



6/9/2011

3

http://www.electronicstakeback.com/promote-good-laws/state-legislation/

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Requires electronic manufactures and retailers to properly manage discarded electronic 
products, if they sell their products in Illinois.

Computers, monitors, televisions, & printers will be banned from landfill disposal January 1, 
20122012. 

Manufacturers must establish facilities that accept e-waste from consumers.

Civil penalty of up to $10,000 for each day of violation.

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

End of life electronics is the fastest growing waste stream

Electronics are manufactured with rare earth metals, recycling reduces our reliance on 
virgin mining

Everything within electronics can be recovered

The need to reduce toxic materials in our landfills/incinerators/3rd world countries

Data security concerns

Growing awareness of environmentally friendly options

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
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Stricter environmental regulations  - state and federal legislation
No more landfilling
No more incineration
No more exporting

Increased certification requirements 
(i.e. ISO 14001, R2, e-Stewards) ( , , )

Greater emphasis on data security

Increased manufacturer’s  responsibility

Required proper documentation for recycling 
(i.e. Certificate of Recycling/Destruction)

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Recycling Philosophy – “Know Where It Goes” – No Waste

Qualifications and Certifications 

Processing Procedures

Process Capabilities

Data Security

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Zero Waste - 100% Raw Material Recovery 

No Landfilling

No Incineration

No Shredding

No Exporting

No Reselling

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
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INTERCON SOLUTIONS
1001 Washington Avenue
Chicago Heights, IL 60411

• 225,000+ Square Foot
• Completely enclosed
• Appointments available to tour the facility 
and see the recycling process in action

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
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ISO 14001 Certified Environmental Management System
ISO 9001 Certified Quality Management System
OHSAS 18001 Certified Occupational Health & Safety System
AAA Certified by the National Association for Information Destruction (NAID)

Member NAID
R2 - Responsible Recycling – Fully supported by the U.S. EPA
RIOS R li I d t O ti St d d

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

RIOS - Recycling Industry Operating Standard

Equipment received, 
weighed and inventoried

Equipment is sorted, graded, 
& de-manufactured into the 

grades below

Aluminum

Automotive, 
Recreational 

Furniture 
Industry

Steel

Construction 
Projects

Copper

Wire 
Manufacturing 

Industry

Lead

New Lead 
Solder 

Manufacturing 
Industry

Gold

Electronics 
Industry

Misc. 
Precious 
Metals

Electronics 
Industry

Plastics

Plastic Lumber 
Manufacturing 

Industry

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642
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We handle all electronics

Complete data destruction – Certificate of Destruction provided

Capable of handling large volumes – no minimum or maximum quantity requirements

Pick- up available anywhere in the U.S. and Canada within 24 hours notice

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Materials can be handled separately for individual load monitoring throughout the entire 
recycling process

Option to have electronic device make, model number, serial numbers, tag ID, 
etc…recorded during receiving process for detailed tracking and customized reporting

De-manufacturing: 
We disassemble each electronic item down to the base materials during our raw material extraction 
process
All hard-drives are separated and sent to our on-site hard-drive destruction area
Hard-drives are individually fed through our hard-drive grinder
All data is destroyed during this process - Evidenced by a Certificate of Destruction

Data Destruction process is AAA Certified by the National Association for Information Destruction (NAID)
Intercon Solutions is the only AAA NAID Certified electronics recycler with a national presence

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Entire facility is monitored by Department of Defense approved closed circuit video surveillance system.

Our Solution
"One-Stop-Shop” – We recycle all electronics and various 
types of universal waste materials 

Complete De-manufacturing/100% Raw Materials Recovery -
No Shredding, No Landfilling, No Exporting, No Reselling

Rigorous environmental and worker safety standards

C i t t d i k i h i th U S

Jori Pascarella 888-452-5642

Convenient next day pick-up service anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada. International service available.

Ease of scheduling – Multiple representatives are available 7 
days per week ready to assist you

Detailed material tracking methods and customized reporting

Certificate of Recycling/Destruction 

Customizable solutions to fit any business

Certificate of Sustainability
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HOT TOPICS
Definition of Solid Waste and

Status of Coal Combustion Waste
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Burning Questions: Secondary Materials in 
Combustion Units and the Status of the 
Coal Ash Proposal 

www.mcguirewoods.com

David L. Rieser
Partner
McGuireWoods LLP
May 26, 2011

Summary

• Identification of Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials 
that are Solid Waste when combusted

• Coal Combustion Waste Proposal

McGuireWoods LLP | 2

Secondary Material Rule

• Proposed:
– June 4, 2010
– 75 Fed. Reg. 31843

McGuireWoods LLP | 3

• Final:
– March 21, 2011
– 76 Fed. Reg. 15456
– Effective, May 20, 2011

A&WMA LMSS - RCRA and the Greening of Waste 154 May 26, 2011



2

Secondary Materials Rule

• Tied in with Boiler MACT, Incinerator rules
• Originally, EPA tried to limit scope of solid waste 

incinerator rules by excluding units that burned solid 
waste for energy recovery. 
– Initial rule excluded materials burned for energy

McGuireWoods LLP | 4

Initial rule excluded materials burned for energy 
recovery from solid waste definition

• Court invalidated definition rule and boiler/incinerator 
rules as well
– NRDC v. EPA, 489 F. 3d 1250 (D.C. Cir. 2007)
– Held CAA requires regulation of all units which combust 

“any solid waste” for any reason

Secondary Materials Rule

• Purpose: to exclude classes of waste to energy facilities 
from solid waste incinerator rules under CAA

• Approach:  Seek to exclude certain materials from 
RCRA definition of “solid waste” because they are not 
“di d d” d h i i li i d “l i i ”

McGuireWoods LLP | 5

“discarded” and their use is limited to “legitimate” 
recycling activities

• Solid waste definition here distinct from 40 CFR 261 
solid waste definition; only applies to materials which 
would not be hazardous wastes if discarded

Secondary Materials Rule

• Traditional fuels excluded by definition
– Materials produced as fuels and not previously used or 

discarded
• Fossil fuels, i.e. coal oil and gas and derivatives including 

refinery coke oven gas

McGuireWoods LLP | 6

refinery, coke oven gas
• Clean cellulosic biomass, i.e. wood, logging and sawmill 

residuals, crops grown for energy production and crop 
residues
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Secondary Materials Rule

• Secondary materials are not solid wastes:
– Materials used as fuel

• “Control of generator” includes facilities other than one where waste is 
generated at a facility controlled by the generator

– Scrap tires managed in an “established tire collection program”
– Resinated wood used as fuel in “legitimate” recycling 

McGuireWoods LLP | 7

g y g
– Ingredients used as a component of fuel in “legitimate recycling”
– Discarded materials “processed” to use as fuel or a fuel ingredient

• Processing includes treatment or drying but does not include shredding
– Materials specifically determined by EPA not to be “solid wastes”

Secondary Materials Rule

• Legitimacy criteria
– Must be managed as a valuable commodity

• Cannot exceed “reasonable” storage time
• Managed consistent with analogous fuel

Ad l i d l

McGuireWoods LLP | 8

• Adequately contained to prevent releases

– Must have a meaningful heating value and used as fuel 
in an energy recovery unit

– Must have levels of contaminants similar to traditional 
fuels

Secondary Materials Rule

• Issues
– Will rule be stayed?

• Boiler MACT, Incinerator rule both stayed

– Point of application?

McGuireWoods LLP | 9

• After processing, before combustion

– Confusion with Subtitle C definition?
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Coal Combustion Waste

• Rule proposed June 21, 2010
• Proposed handling CCW either as Subtitle C 

(hazardous) waste or Subtitle D (solid) waste
• Eight hearings held

McGuireWoods LLP | 10

• 450,000 public comments filed
• Congressional dismay
• Final rule not expected until December, 2012

Questions or Comments?
David L. Rieser
McGuireWoods LLP
77 West Wacker Drive

McGuireWoods LLP | 11

77 West Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
312-849-8249
drieser@mcguirewoods.com

www.mcguirewoods.com

© 2011 McGuireWoods LLP
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